Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.073; wR factor = 0.203; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.7.
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Cg2 and Cg4 denote the centroids of the C1-C4/C11/C12 and C18-C23 rings, respectively. Phenyl acridine-9-carboxylates are the precursors of 9-(phenoxycarbonyl)-10-methylacridinium salts, whose cations exhibit a chemiluminogenic ability that can be utilized analytically (Natrajan et al., 2012) . Here we present the structure of phenyl acridine-9-carboxylate, the precursor of a basic chemiluminogen in this group of compounds, whose structure (Trzybiński et al., 2010) and chemiluminogenic features (Krzymiński et al., 2011) have recently been investigated.
The bond lengths and angles characterizing the geometry of the acridine and phenyl moieties of the title compound ( This interesting crystal architecture to some extent resembles the crystal structure of 2,6-dimethylphenyl acridine-9-carboxylate (Trzybiński et al., 2013) .
Experimental
Phenyl acridine-9-carboxylate was synthesized by the esterification of 9-(chlorocarbonyl)acridine (obtained in the reaction of acridine-9-carboxylic acid with a tenfold molar excess of thionyl chloride) with phenol in anhydrous dichloromethane in the presence of N,N-diethylethanamine and a catalytic amount of N,N-dimethyl-4-pyridinamine (room temperature, 15 h) (Sato, 1996; Trzybiński et al., 2010) . The product was purified chromatographically (SiO 2 , cyclohexane/ethyl acetate, 3/2 v/v). Pale-yellow crystals suitable for X-ray investigations were grown from cyclohexane (m.p. Refinement H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 Å, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Special details Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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